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Dear Mr, Stewarnt:

In accordance with recent telephone discussions you held with county representatives and
mermbers of my staff, we are requesting that you grant us the authority to make temporary
modifications to the Food Stamp Program in six counties that bave experienced severe crop
damage from the recent freezing weather couditions. We are requesting immediate approval for
Fresno and Tulare Counties, as indicated below, and are asking for the flexibility to add other
cougties if they request changes. The changes would all begin February 1, 1999 and end July 31,
1999. The counties are: Fresno, Tulare, Monterey, Madera, Kern, and Kings. The modifications
include relief from work registration requirements, a waiver of the work requirement for able-
bodied adults without dependents (ABAWDs), and the temporary inclusion of additional
counties in the Ehgibility Stmplification Project (ESP). These changes will assurc that persons
who are unable to find employment, due to the freeze. will be able to receive food stamps.
Specifics regarding our request are included below:

Work repistration, We request the authority to deem all food stamp recipients, who are
not exempt from work registration, to be sutomatically registered for work. This will save staff
ume associated with the compietion of registrarion forms. The request is being made initially for
Fresno and Tulare Counties. We will notify you if any of the other four counties request
automatic registration.

Eligiblity Simplification Proiect. We request approval to inelude Tulare County in the
ESP. ESP allows counues to discontinue the face-to-face interview required at recestification,
thereby reducing processing time. We will notify you if any other counties wish to be mcludcd
n the ESP ‘

Wajver of the ABAWD work requirement, We request authority to exempt individusls in
the above counties from the work requirement of Section 6{o) of the Food Stamp Act, as

amended by Section 824 of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opponumty Reconciliation
Act (PRWORA of 1996. We request immediate approval of the waiver in Fresno and Tulare
Couaties, which have already asked for the waiver and will notify you of any other countics that
request 8 wajver. Information from the Callfornia Eroployment Development Department
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indicates that all the counties, except for Monterey, have average unemployment rates that
exceed 10 percent in thel2-month period ending January 1999. If Monterey requests a waiver,
we will provide additional information describing their situation.

Thank you for responding quickly to this emergency situation. If an immediate decision is
not possible on all of our requests, we would appreciate your sending a partial approval as soon
as possible. If you have any questions regarding this letter, please call Charr Lee Metsker, Chief,
Employment and Eligibility Branch, at (916) 654-1401,

Sincerely,

Bonnne (E

BRUCE WAGSTAFF

Deputy Ditector
Welfare to Work Division



